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Remarks at the Superconducting Super Collider Laboratory in
Waxahachie, Texas
July 30, 1992

Thank you all so much for that introduc-
tion. Thanks for that welcome back home.
Thank you so very much, and good morning
everyone. Please be seated—never mind.
[Laughter]

Joe Barton, thank you sir, for your kind
introduction, your generous comments. And
let me just say to you, some of whom are
constituents, many friends, the confidence
I have in this man knows no bounds. He’s
an outstanding Representative for this area
of Texas in the United States Congress.

May I also acknowledge our dais compan-
ions: the Deputy Secretary for Energy that
Joe talked to you about, Linda Stuntz; Jack
Martin; Joe Cipriano; and of course, Dr.
Roy Schwitters. Joe and Roy were kind
enough to lead Linda and me on a tour
of this impressive facility. And out there in
the audience someplace, another I’m grate-
ful to is Waxahachie’s Mayor, Joe Grubbs.
We salute him and thank him for his city’s
hospitality.

Now, the super collider. The super
collider is one of the greatest scientific
projects in the entire world. This place at-
tracts scientific genius the way our U.S. bas-
ketball players attract autograph seekers
over there in Barcelona. So for me it is
an incredible honor to be among you and
to hear of your dreams and accomplish-
ments.

As much as any State, Texas is a land
of old and new, a place where ‘‘boot’’ means
something you wear on your feet and what
you do to turn on your computer each
morning. And so I come here to talk just
a little bit about what we need to do to
prepare for the economy of the 21st cen-
tury.

I’d like to start with a story not about
the economy but football, a story about a
freshman who walked out onto the field
over at S.M.U. for his first football practice.
He told the coach, ‘‘Look, I can throw the
ball 60 yards in a perfect spiral. I can run
the 40 in 4.4. My punts usually carry 75
yards into the wind.’’ The coach looked at
this guy; he said, ‘‘Kid, everybody has a
weakness. What’s yours?’’ And this freshman

said, ‘‘Well, some people might tell you I
have a tendency to exaggerate a little bit.’’

Well, when we look at our economy, we
should resist the urge to exaggerate our
problems. Sure we face some very stiff chal-
lenges, but let’s not forget a few facts.
We’re the world’s largest economy. No
other nation sells more products outside its
borders; exports tremendously high. Infla-
tion is the lowest in two decades. And if
you want to talk to the world’s most produc-
tive workers, you don’t have to brush up
on your Japanese or your German. The
‘‘Dream Team’’ of workers can be found
right here in the United States of America.

So the question today is not can America
compete; we know we can do that. The
question is how do we stay number one
and share our prosperity with more Ameri-
cans and create more jobs for the American
worker.

First, we face some short-term challenges.
This morning the new economic numbers
came out; they were released, telling you
something you probably can pick up from
conversations down at the local hardware
store. The economy is growing, but it’s got
to grow faster. The economy grew at, what,
2.9 percent in the first quarter, and now—
that was stronger than originally reported—
but only 1.4 percent in the second. Housing
sales, though, were much stronger than ex-
pected, up 8 percent in June. But overall,
while the national economy is still growing,
it is not growing fast enough.

Now, economists are going to tell you that
this kind of uneven growth is not unusual.
Since World War II, the first year of every
recovery has shown the same pattern, with
one quarter up and the next quarter down
a little bit. Most of the economists, blue
chip economists, predict that the economy
is going to get stronger the rest of the year,
and I believe that they’re right. But we have
got to act now to guarantee that.

On January 29th, I put forward a specific
program to create new jobs with incentives
to encourage businesses to hire new workers
and help Americans who want to buy a
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new home. If that plan was in place, it
would have been creating almost 15,000
new jobs a day, over a half a million jobs
since February. For 183 days, in spite of
the efforts of Joe Barton and a handful of
others, the Congress has dillied and dallied
while too many Americans are looking for
work. They have made some progress, but
we need this program of growth incentives
passed right now. I hope you and all of
these people will join me. I hope you’ll join
me in reminding Congress that we can’t
wait another 183 days. This sign is right:
We the people need jobs. And we need to
stimulate this economy and get those jobs.
So help me pass that growth program. No
more holding the American economy hos-
tage to politics. Vote for this economic re-
covery program, and put more Americans
to work now.

Now, that’s the short-term program, but
the real question on Americans’ minds is:
What about 5 years from now? What about
10 years, 20? Will America still be the
world’s leading economy? That’s the ques-
tion that I want to just focus on in this
very special place this morning.

You know, our economy has changed in
many ways since Barbara and I moved to
Odessa 44 years ago, back in 1948. Back
then, everybody was talking about new de-
velopments in television, atomic energy.
This was just after World War II, and every-
one in the neighborhood would turn out
when somebody drove home in a brandnew
car.

Today the new industries are computers,
biotech, material science. You not only can
get a new car; you can get a car with a
new fax machine inside it. I can’t quite un-
derstand for the life of me why anyone
wants to get faxed something while they are
going along at 65 miles an hour or 60.

Back when I started out in business, you
could get a job based on what you could
lift with your shoulders. Today a good job
depends on what you can fit inside your
head. Back then, America reigned supreme
in steel and emerging industries like elec-
tronics, and today we’re competing for the
lead in emerging basic industries of the 21st
century: computers, biotech, and material
science.

It’s fashionable this year for people to talk

about change, about preparing for the fu-
ture. But for the past 3 years, without a
lot of hype or fanfare, we’ve put forward
a series of dramatic ideas to change America
so that we will win in the new economic
olympics. From our unprecedented effort to
open up new markets to our products to
our program to make our grade and ele-
mentary schools as great as our colleges,
from proposed record increases in basic lab-
oratory research to new ways to help our
companies get ideas from the laboratory to
the marketplace, from new incentives for
American business men and women to new
efforts to rip away the regulations that
hinder innovation, from top to bottom our
entire program is designed to build America
for the 21st century.

Now, some advocate a very different, dif-
ferent approach. They want to erect protec-
tionist walls around our economy. They sug-
gest that Government should invest directly
in industry and that maybe it’s time we try
having some guy in Washington pick eco-
nomic winners and losers.

I don’t trust that approach. I trust our
business men and women to create and in-
novate. I trust our workers to perform. I
trust you, our best researchers and sci-
entists, to lead America to a bigger and
brighter future. All you need is some tools,
and that’s what our programs provide.

First, in an age when knowledge is king,
we want Americans to wear the crown. I
admit I am very proud of our young peo-
ple’s domination in swimming and basket-
ball. But by the year 2000 I want our kids
to be champions not just in the pool and
on the court, I want them to be number
one in the math class and in the science
lab.

Our second priority is to extend America’s
heritage as the world’s leader in technology.
The new industries that I’ve mentioned this
morning will potentially create millions of
new jobs. We don’t want them nurtured in
Germany or Japan. We want them built
here in Texas, here in America.

The programs that we’ve put forward to
build America are all prejudiced, yes. They
are prejudiced to the future, loyal only to
our children. But we can make this invest-
ment without new taxes or budget-busting
spending today.
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The Federal Government already spends,
here it is, $1.4 trillion of your money every
year. So I have proposed to do what you
do with your family budget every weekend:
set priorities. Cut back on mandatory
spending today, and do away with almost
250 Government programs that simply don’t
work anymore.

I’ve got a friend that many of you know,
Randy Travis, and he sings something about
love going on ‘‘forever and ever.’’ Well, I’m
not sure Randy would sing the same tune
about a taxpayer-supported research pro-
gram on the mating habits of minks. We’ve
got to get rid of those needless programs.

But then we come to priorities. The super
collider is big priority, a big part of our
investment in America’s future. When you
talk basic research, this is the Louvre, the
pyramids, Niagara Falls, all rolled into one.

Where once we reached for the Moon
above to explore new frontiers of our uni-
verse, soon we’ll begin to tunnel below to
learn about the fundamental question of
science, how our universe began.

A couple of weeks ago, I hosted a meeting
on this project in the White House with
seven preeminent scientists, including four
Nobel prize winners, four Nobel laureates.
They started talking about quarks and
quenches, and I wondered for a minute if
they had all spent the weekend bird hunt-
ing. But nevertheless—[laughter]—but be-
neath all the discussion about matter and
antimatter was real talk about what matters
to our kids’ future: maintaining America’s
technological supremacy.

History has shown again and again that
by pushing technology to ever-higher levels
of accomplishment, we can achieve im-
mensely practical consequences. To give
you just one example, at Argonne Labora-
tories years ago, scientists were trying to pu-
rify liquid hydrogen for use with what was
then the world’s largest accelerator. They
ended up figuring out a way to make artifi-
cial kidneys for just $15 apiece. That re-
sulted from this fundamental science. The
same kind of developments will occur right
here, on a scale never before imagined.
Here, for example, is where a new elec-
tronics industry is going to be born.

Some in Congress don’t see it this way.
They talk a good game about investment.

While they proclaim to be ‘‘future’s friend’’
they have repeatedly blocked programs I
have put forward in education and research.
And now, they’ve set their sights on the
super collider.

The House last month voted to shut down
this project, the House of Representatives,
in spite of the heroic efforts of this scientist,
this Congressman with me here today, and
this Deputy Secretary of Energy with me
here today. Now, the Senate will consider
it soon. And no one should be under any
illusion: Savings from killing the super
collider will not be used to reduce the defi-
cit, as some said.

Some Members of Congress want to use
this money to support organized interests
whose backing they need in an election
year. They will squander the taxpayer’s
money today rather than invest in our econ-
omy with tomorrow in sight. Make no mis-
take: This is a battle being waged right now
in the Congress between the patrons of the
past, and the architects of the future. And
that is every one of you standing here today.

It may not be popular in all places, but
I am determined, election year or not, to
do what is right for America. Today I say:
I stand with our young people who want
the jobs of tomorrow. I stand with our fu-
ture. And I will fight hard and continue
to fight hard for the super collider, and call
everybody necessary to get them to do what
is right by science and technology.

Five hundred years ago this Monday, a
man named Columbus set sail on a journey
that brought him to the shores of this great
land. But in many respects, America’s voy-
age is never-ending. Centuries after Colum-
bus set sail, our forebears tread this soil
in wagon trains, and two centuries after
that, scientists at Johnson Space Center
watched as brave Americans set sail for the
stars.

Today, new frontiers beckon; new discov-
eries await; new progress lies before us. Our
adventure is not to sail the open ocean but
rather to go to the edge of the universe
and see the birth of space and of time. Our
vessel is not called Santa Maria, it is the
super collider. But human imagination is
still our compass and human ingenuity and
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yearning for progress our only power. To
those who would sacrifice tomorrow for
today, I say: Trust in America’s future. Trust
in America’s incredible capacity for renewal
and innovation. Trust in the spirit that is
here today, for ours is an eternal voyage
to greatness. And each and every one of
you is a part of that voyage.

Thank you for listening. May God bless
Texas, and God bless the United States of

America. Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in
the String Test Building. In his remarks,
he referred to Jack Martin, chairman, Texas
National Research Commission; Joseph
Cipriano, director of the Superconducting
Super Collider Project, Department of En-
ergy; and Roy Schwitters, Director, Super-
conducting Super Collider Laboratory.

Remarks to Odetics, Inc., Associates in Anaheim, California
July 30, 1992

Thank you very much for that wonderfully
warm Odetics welcome. Joel, let me tell you
why Odetics was selected: its innovation,
achievement, and attitude. May I thank your
fellow founders, Mr. Gudmundson, Mr.
Muensch, Daly, Schulz, and Jim Welch for
the hospitality, and all of you most of all
for this hospitality.

On board every American space shuttle
is Odetics. You’re everywhere I’m told, in
the security camera, in the convenience
store, and the corner ATM machine. I’ve
always wondered where all this stuff came
from. I think you’ve done for robotics what
the guy at that Olympics ceremony has done
for the under fire archery, if you remember
that fellow. [Laughter]

As Joel pointed out to me early on, the
credit goes to the people behind the tech-
nology, the Odetics associates, the workers
here who have done such a great job.

Barbara was especially thrilled when she
heard I was coming out here. She said, ‘‘If
everything you tell me about Odetics is true,
then maybe you can find someone out there
who can teach you how to set the time on
our VCR.’’ We need help. I don’t know how
you all handle it; we just leave ours flash-
ing—[laughter]—12:00, 12:00. That way
you’re right two times every 24 hours.
[Laughter]

I think you all have played a significant
part in what I believe is the central triumph
of our time, the free world’s great victory
in the cold war. But as you know, that tri-
umph means changes in the very industry

that helped us carry the day. Many defense-
related firms are grappling with the new
realities, and not all are doing it with the
success that you’re having right here.

We know we can reduce defense spend-
ing, cut it substantially and responsibly. The
victory in the cold war makes it mandatory
for a President to do just that. And I have
proposed a sensible defense build-down, a
blueprint that recognizes, post-cold-war re-
alities but still gives this country the muscle
that we need to meet whatever danger
comes our way.

We also know that we need to help de-
fense firms and defense workers make the
adjustment, to help technology-intensive
companies like yours compete and win in
the economic olympics, where the prizes
aren’t medals, but they’re good jobs, and
they’re bigger paychecks.

I happen to believe that the best defense
conversion program is a strong national
economy, and that is my first and overriding
priority. And this morning there were some
economic numbers out showing that—you
can probably pick this up from conversa-
tions with your neighbors—the American
economy is growing nationally, but not fast
enough. Most economists predict the econo-
my’s going to get stronger the rest of the
year nationally. That’s true, I believe. But
your friends and neighbors do not want to
wait for new jobs to be created; they want
them now.

On January 29th, I put forward a specific
program to spur the economic economy,
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